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Our forty-first year was exciting.  From the Calvin January Series to our well attended 
sunrise service (over 160 in attendance), to our Scottish themed “Kirkin” service, 

and our Christmas Eve service in our beautifully decorated sanctuary, we have 
had a good year.  We’ve welcomed new members who have become active in our 
fellowship, but we’ve also grieved over many deaths and said goodbye to good 
friends as they’ve moved away.  

 

Starting with Lent, we experimented with new styles of worship. The first 
series was titled “Busy: Reconnecting with an Unhurried God.”  Who can 

forget worship opening with the ticking of a clock and the pastoral prayer 
conducted from a rocking chair?  We created five series that were based 
around seasonal themes.  We encouraged the congregation to be creative 
as we provided crayons and clay for their creative expression.   For our 
Advent/Christmas season, we gave out sprigs of mistletoe and rosemary.  

 

We did some other new things in 2019.  Knowing that we have many people in transition, along with 
being in a transition as a church, we offered a workshop by Beth Templeton entitled Uncharted 
Journey. We also held a “civility forum” for our community in which we addressed the lack of civility 
that is often witnessed even on our island paradise.  I wrote a number of articles for The Skinnie this 
year to promote the civility conference and our Christmas Eve service as we celebrated the 300th 
anniversary of the Christmas carol, “Joy to the World.” 

 

Professionally, I have become more involved in our Savannah Presbytery as I serve as the Moderator of 
the Committee for Preparation for Ministry and a member of the Presbytery’s Council. I also helped 
draft an overture to the General Assembly.  It has been approved by the Savannah Presbytery and 
concurred with by at last five other presbyteries (as of this writing).  If this change to our Book of Order 
is approved, it will make it easier to gift property to a local church for the purpose of funding ministry.  
I will be the overture advocate for this potential change at the General Assembly meeting this summer 
in Baltimore.   

 

Throughout 2019, our Session has been working on a strategic plan for the congregation, which is being 
introduced to the congregation in early 2020.  The first of the four pillars of the plan is to develop joyful 
worship experiences, which is a part of what we’ve been doing with the creative worship series.  The  
second pillar is to initiate efforts at increasing our membership, the third works toward improving our 
financial sustainability, and the fourth focuses on increasing our community outreach.  It’s important 
for each of our members to work along with us to achieve our goals.  

 

Do you have skills that can help us enliven our worship?  Speak to the pastor or to our music director.  
Do you have friends who might be looking for a church home?  If so, why not invite them to church, 
dinner or cocktails to meet with other church members or the pastoral staff?  Are you interested in 
developing a planned giving campaign?  If so, we encourage you to attend some of the future meetings 
where this will be discussed.  Working together, guided by God’s Word and Spirit, we can strengthen 
our ministry and bring glory to our God.  

 

  A word from Pastor Jeff  
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Swimming Against The Tide  

It’s no secret that our church membership is declining as is membership in most mainline Christian churches.  
2019 began with the survey of our congregation to determine whether we wanted to push forward or let the 
current take us.  The result was overwhelming that as 
stewards of God’s church our roll was to sustain and grow a 
place where Christians could worship.  Our congregation has 
shown by its involvement and financial commitment that this 
is the direction we wanted to continue to pursue. 

Your elected leadership, the session, has spent not just 12 
session meetings but countless additional hours in additional 
session meetings as well as committee meetings strategizing 
on how to change the direction of our membership.  I must 
say that you would be very proud of the efforts put forth.  A 
special thanks to Howard Gandelot for his organization in this 
effort. 

We are blessed with the essential element to make this 
happen, a family.  Your session has listened to your survey results. The four main areas are: 1) develop a joyful 
worship experience, 2)  grow membership, 3) improve financial stability,4)  increase community outreach.  
Subcommittees of session members and others are hard at work in these areas. 

Have faith that the current will change directions and it will change quicker with your help.  Your  participation 
is encouraged.  You simply need to reach out to any session member in order to be placed on a committee that 
you are passionate about.  Without exception every new member who has joined this year said that the 
friendliness of the congregation was a major contributing factor in their decision.  

 

 

 Clerk to Session—Tom Inglesby 

 
 

Class of 2022 

Austin Eskew 

John Evans 

Sue Jones 

Thom Greenlaw 

Class of 2021 

Marcia Dodd 

Austin Eskew 

John Evans 

Lynne Kaley 

 
Class of 2020 

Eleanor Graham 

Ray Krstolic 

Laurel McKeith 

Joe Young 

 

DISCIPLESHIP/MEMBERSHIP— Joan Pierce, Chair 

 

During 2019, we received eight new members and two reactivations. However, we suffered 
eighteen deaths. Two members moved and transferred to another Presbyterian church and nine 
members were moved to inactive status. Our membership numbered 199 at the end of 2019. Of 
that number, fourteen are homebound and seventeen live out of our area. We continue to be 
blessed by a congregation that is caring and serving our community in many areas of outreach and 
mission.  

2019 Session Members 
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SIPC Strategic Plan  

 

As background, Session met in January 2019 to review current status and future needs of our church. A strategic 
planning team was formed to guide the work and project teams were formed to research: 

• Local demographics and learn needs of unchurched people 

• Benchmark what other churches were doing 

• Conduct a survey of the congregation  

• Improve the worship experience 

 

The results of the congregational survey were presented in July.  In September, Session consolidated the learnings 
from the spring and summer work into an assessment of SIPC’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.  
This led to the development of the four “Strategic Pillars” Session considered foundational. 

• Develop joyful worship experience 

• Grow membership 

• Improve financial sustainability 

• Increase community outreach 

 

Session then identified and prioritized 46 possible action steps supporting the four pillars and the important 
supporting strategic directions are listed under each “pillar.” These are summarized as the “Key 2020 Initiatives”. 
Importantly, measures were selected to ensure these activities are producing the desired outcomes. 

   

Team leaders have been selected for each of the 2020 initiatives: 

 Strengthen Music Program     Marcia Dodd 

 Deliver Thought provoking Sermons   Rev Garrison 

 Improve Member Acquisition Process   Howard Gandelot  

 Track Member Satisfaction    Eleanor Graham 

 Increase Social Opportunities    Sue Jones 

 Implement Planned Giving     Thom Greenlaw 
 Complete Rebranding Feasibility    John Evans 

 Enliven & Maintain Freshened Web Site   Eleanor Graham 

 Use Best Mediums to Reach Community   Eleanor Graham 

 
Session also undertook renewing the Vision, Mission and Values for SIPC based on the past year’s learnings. The 
results of this work are… 

 

VISION: A joyful, thriving church reflecting the face of Jesus to the world.  
 

MISSION: Love God. Love everyone. Change the world.  

 

     CORE VALUES: Demonstrate God’s love by… 
 

Welcoming all we meet 
Offering our time, knowledge and treasures  
Respecting all people and their beliefs 
Serving others to make our community better 
Helping those in need 
Improving so we can do everything better 
Praying for guidance from the Holy Spirit 
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Worship Ministry—Marcia Dodd, Chair 

Worship services were held each Sunday morning during 2019.  Attendance averaged  around a hundred.  In 
worship, the people of God acknowledge His presence in the world and in their lives. 

 

Supporting our worship experience  

• Special music, Soloist and the Shape Note Singers Bell 
Choir 

• Ushers 
• Greeters 
• Flower Guild 
• Communion Preparers 
• Audio & Lights 
• Chancel Dramas 

 

Special worship services included: 

Maundy Thursday - March 

Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans – April 

Easter Sunrise – April 

Sunset Service – July 

Christmas Eve — December 

 

Again, this past year, we gathered at the Lord’s table each month as well as Maundy Thursday to commit 

ourselves afresh to love and serve God, one another, and our neighbors around the world.  Communion was 

also shared with the homebound and any member at any time per their request.  Additionally, funeral 

receptions were prepared when requested. 

 
 

Worship Committee:  Shirley Bullinger , Kay Eskew,  Jim Higbee, Mary McKee, Laurel McKeith, Ruth Knutson , 
Diane Tracy , Rev. Jeff Garrison, Rev. Deanie Strength and Jim Brown. 
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• The Santa Claus Express supported the 
Presbyterian Homes of Georgia with gifts of 
pajamas, robes, lap blankets, toiletries and more. 

• Sixty angels were taken from our Angel Tree.     
Twenty-four individuals donated gifts to Union 
Mission.  $1,175 in gift cards were given to 
residents of the Tiny Homes and Women at Safe 
Shelter. 

• Toiletries were collected all year for Inner City 
Night Shelter. 

• Tom and Cathy Inglesby, Laurel McKeith, Cary 
Shapoff, Ed Shapoff, Bob and Carolyn Ernest, 
Kristen Maas, daughter of Bob and Carolyn 
Ernest and Cindy McWilliams, daughter of Don 
and Betty Holck went to Guatemala to share their 
time, talents and skills to support Faith In 
Practice medical mission. 

• Susan’s Muffin Ministry made and delivered 2000 
muffins. 

• The annual Shredding event raised $14,277.30 
for Safe Shelter. 

• 285 pairs of socks were collected and donated to 
Union Mission.   

• The committee designated $1000 from the 
Birthday Fund to support updating the 
bathrooms in the emergency shelter for women 
and children. 

• Bread donated by Derst Bakery was picked up 
every Wednesday and delivered to Emmaus 
House by one of June O’Hara’s volunteer 
committee members.   

Missions & Benevolence Ministry—Peggy Thompson, Chair 

    PRESBYTERIAN & DENOMINATIONAL MISSIONS    
Presbytery of Savannah……………….. .$ 15,240 

Joy Gift ………………………………. …...1290 

One Great Hour of Sharing……………..…1585 

Presbyterian Disaster Fund………………...6215 

Caring Hands……………………………   1300 

Presbytery Nat’l & Internat’l Hunger Relief……...600 

    Total…………………………  26,230 
 

   LOCAL & REGIONAL MISSIONS 
Coastal Jail Ministries of Georgia ……..…. 5000 

Emmaus Helping Hands……………….….3000 

Inner City Night Shelter …………………..3300 

Presbyterian Homes of Georgia…….……..1500 

Safe Shelter…...…………………….  ….16,802 

Savannah Early Childhood Fnd ...……….. .6000 

Habitat for Humanity……………………...7822 

Thornwell Children's Home………………...650 

Pastor Discretion Fund……..………...…...…25 

Coast Guard Gift Cards (during Gov’t Shut Down)…2700 

Tiny House Gift Cards………………............650 

Korean Presbyterian (local)...……………...1000 

Union Mission……………...……………..3500 

Savannah Interfaith Social Justice………….500 

 
   Total…………………..… ……52,449 

 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Costa Rica ……………………...……...…. 2000 

Guatemala – Common Hope……………... 2000 

Indonesia – Mission Aviation Fellowship ... 4000 

Guatemala – Faith in Practice………….…. 5340 

Outreach Foundation…………….………..1200 

Mission Hope…………………………..........500 

India Aid—New Life Mission………….…….50 

 
     Total……………………...…15,090 

 
Grand Total Missions………………93,769 

COMMITTEE  

Josephine Baird, Carolyn Ernest, Diane 

Krstolic,  Sherry LeBlang, June O'Hearn, Annita 

Parmelee, Carri Stoltz and Joe Young. 
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Fellowship Ministry—Sue Jones, Chair 
The mission of fellowship is to reach out in love to others in the name of Jesus to meet their spiritual, emotional, 

relational, and physical needs. 

 

2019 Activities 

• Hosted fellowship coffee time after Sunday services and added home baked goodies 

• Tracked frequent visitors and deliver home baked bread to first timers 

• Hosted receptions for special occasions 

• Visited and sent correspondence to hospitalized and homebound 
members  

• Arranged transportation for members needing a lift to Sunday 
service 

• Held Guatemala brunch in March in support of Faith in Practice 

• Welcomed Skidaway Caregivers Support Group to meet regularly 
at SIPC 

• Held Let’s Meet in April with about 50 in attendance 

• Held Annual Family Picnic’ in May with 60+ members and guests 

• Welcomed the Savannah Presbytery gathering in May 

• Hosted Homecoming Brunch in October with 70+ members in 
attendance 

• Hosted New Member gathering in November and welcomed 8 
new members 

• Welcomed Savannah Country Day School to their 2nd annual 
concert at SIPC 

 

 

 

 

Goals for 2020 

• Pray for God’s guidance for our church. 

• Encourage the involvement of all 
members in church activities. 

• Initiate programs and activities that 
engage and educate our members and the 
greater community. 

 

Committee Members:  Jane Case, Bob 
Ernest, Cathie Inglesby, Eloise Melton, Joan 
Pierce, Peggy Thompson, Mark Usher, Rev. 
Jeff Garrison, Rev. Deanie Strength. 
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Christian Education Ministry— Laurel McKeith, Chair 

During this past year, Christian Education was a multi-tiered approach to meet the needs of church 
members.  The following activities and programs were held/conducted: 

• Adult Sunday School under the guidance of Dr. Richard Hunter, attempted to understand the hidden 

message of CSC Lewis’ Screw Tape Letters   

• Saturday’s Men’s Bible study  

• The Calvin College simulcast of the annual “January Series” saw increased participation over the 
previous year.   

• A study of Jeff Manion’s book, The Land Between: Finding God in Difficult Situations.  

• Separate groups met at:  SIPC mid-day, at the Marshes and at a member’s home in the evenings.   

• A new initiative, the Civility Series, was well received with an approximately 50 in attendance.  
Community leaders Jeff Hadley from the Chatham Police, Tim Cook from TLA Security, Robert 
Pawlicki Ph.D. and Chaplain Archie Seabrooks served on the panel.  A local news anchor, Jessica 
Savage was the moderator.   

• The Uncharted Journey Seminar by Beth Lindsey Templeton was well attended by both members 
and non-members.  This seminar dealt with the many transitions faced through our lives.   

Committee:  Rev. Jeff Garrison, Rev. Deanie Strength, Grace Walters, Richard Hunter and Pat Ramsey. 

 

Skidaway Island Preschool—Linda Denhard, Chair 

Skidaway Island Preschool (SIP) is operated as a mission by our church to provide academic and religious 

education in a loving Christian manner for the benefit of students and their families.  SIP continues to 

strive to offer children an atmosphere where they can learn, explore, create and enjoy God’s presence.    

 

Seventy-five students are enrolled in the 2019-2020 school year, occupying six classrooms for ages 1 

through 4.  Using the framework of Pinnacle’s faith-based curriculum, children participate in age 

appropriate classroom activities and playtime on the playground.  There are fun local field trips and 

special guest visits from community helpers.  Reverend Deanie Strength meets with each class weekly to 

lead the children in developing their trust in the Lord through scripture, praise songs, and meal 

blessings.  This year she is introducing them to God as the Good Shepherd, teaching them Psalm 23 

through The Jesus Storybook Bible.   

The school year includes: holiday parties, Donuts with Dad, 

Muffins with Mom, a school-wide Christmas program, Dr. 

Seuss Birthday Week, and visits to The Oaks to sing with 

residents. After school extension classes include: soccer, 

dance, gymnastics, and science.  A 2-day Christmas camp and a 

3-week summer camp are offered to all families on Skidaway 

Island and surrounding areas.  Registration is currently 

ongoing for the school year 2020-2021. 

 

Committee Members: Maria Rogers, Director SIP,  Deanie 

Strength, Milo Moore, Madison Salzillo, Laurel McKeith, Tiffany Kolat, Cassidy Willard, Courtney Nein. 
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Girl Scout “Brownie” Troop 

 
In Early 2018, with Session approval, Girl Scout 

“Daisy” Troop #30206 as a mission of our church.  The 

troop now in their 2nd year as “Brownies” has 14 

members. Activities included: Etiquette Class at 

17Hundred90, Volunteer work with PACK, Christmas 

ornament class with local Savannah artist – Amber 

Ylisto, and Cookie Decorating with a local pastry chef. 

 

Upcoming events: Junk to Funk Fashion show at 

Savannah Arts Academy, a visit to Savannah Bee 

Company, a beach ecology trip on Tybee Island, and 

overnight camping at local Girl Scout Camp Low in 

June. 

 

The Troop meets once a month at SIPC or off-site on 

Sunday afternoons.  Troop  leaders are:  Amanda 

James, Brooke Denhard, Melissa Bouchillon, Amie 

Nixon (cookie coordinator), and Haley Spring. 

 

The Pansy is the troop crest – the cheerful pansy stands for loving thoughts and special friendships.   

 

Troop 57 — Sam Eskew 

• The total for Troop 57 Eagle Scouts is 
76!  The merger of Troop 24 from Montgomery 
Presbyterian Church has been a great addition 
and almost all of those boys have completed 
Eagle and flown the coop.  

 

• The Northern Tier wilderness Canoeing trip 
was a huge success.  

 

• This summer a contingent is going to 
Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico 

 

• Registration is at 28 Scouts- 17 Adults 

 

• Pack 57 is strong with about 75 cub scouts.    
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Presbyterian Women of SIPC is open to all women of the church.   Currently we have 60 women enrolled in four 
circles: Elizabeth, Esther, Hannah, and Sarah Ruth.  Circles meet every month from October through April with 
both day and evening times available.  Close bonds are formed through fellowship, prayer and Christian study.  
Our series study which began this past September is : Your Beautiful Purpose: Discovering & Enjoying What 
God Can Do Through You  by Susie Larson.  Three social 
events for all women of the church were sponsored:  a fall 
coffee in September, a soup supper in January and a 
luncheon in May. 

With a budget of approximately $3,200, PW gave 
approximately $2,000 in benevolence.  Funds are obtained 
through donations, pledges and monies collected at circle 
meetings.  Additionally PW’s Elizabeth circle sponsored a 
“muffin” ministry which supplied  2000 muffins to Emmaus 
House this past year. 

 

Coordinating Team:  Vice Moderator—June O’Hearn, 
Secretary—Peggy Thompson, Treasurer — Pat Ramsey 

Parish Associate—Rev. Deanie Strength 

SIPC Is a Member Congregation of Savannah Presbytery 

The Skidaway Island Presbyterian Church is one of thirty-seven congregations in the Savannah Presbytery.  
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) congregations join in ministry through the work of the Presbytery, engaging, 
encouraging, and resourcing one another in the service of Jesus Christ.  With over 4000 Presbyterians in 
Savannah Presbytery, we are able to do even more for God’s glory when we work together. 
 
SIPC hosted the Presbytery’s May 2019 Stated Meeting which was attended by more than 120 presbyters and 
included a service of thanksgiving and luncheon for Russell Gladding who was completing his service as the 
General Presbyter, Stated Clerk and Treasurer.   The screens in the sanctuary and Liston Hall made the broadcast 
of a slideshow of the Presbytery’s congregations possible and church volunteers helped with parking, 
registration and lunch. 
 
At the February 2019 meeting, the Rev. Deanie Strength became the Moderator-Elect of the Presbytery with the 
expectation that she would serve as Moderator beginning in February 2020.  In 2019, she also served on the 
Transition Team which oversaw the search for a Transitional General Presbyter; the Education & Training Team 
which oversees summer camp for children and youth, School of the Laity, and the Faith Enrichment Conference; 
the Council which coordinates the work of Presbytery committees; and the Stewardship & Finance Committee.  
  
Rev. Jeff Garrison has also served on the Council as the chair of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
overseeing Inquirers and Candidates entering the path of ordained ministry as teaching elders or commissioned 
ruling elders.  Rev. Garrison has also served on the M.K. Pentecost Ecology Fund and has been a Co-Director of 
the Presbytery’s annual Faith Enrichment Conference.  He will assume the chairmanship of the Council when 
Rev. Strength begins her service as moderator.    
 
SIPC is a leadership congregation in the Presbytery.  In 2019, it was one of six churches with more than 200 
members and its financial contribution to the 2019 budget was in the top five.  Elders Shelly Barquist and Laurel 
McKeith served as our commissioners to meetings in 2019.  Laurel was also elected to serve on the Permanent 

Presbyterian Women—Eleanor Graham, Moderator 
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Stewardship 

Many thanks to Vic bell for heading up the stewardship campaign for 2020.  We have very loyal 
members who are generous givers. 

Total Member Pledge estimates for 2020 are down $8500 from 2019 actuals, with 86 pledges. We had 
95 last year. There were pledge increases of $35,200 offset by reductions of $25,000.  The big hit was 
lost pledges due to moving, death, illness or other circumstances [$41,400].  Fortunately, we picked up 
4 new pledges for $10,000. 

The average pledge is $5360, a wonderful faith response of thanking and praising God. There is a 
downside to such large average gifts when we lose members to moving or passing away or leaving 
SIPC.  We have to run hard just to stay even. 

Treasurer’s Report — Milo Moore, Treasurer 

 

We finished 2019 with a deficit of $6753 versus a break-even budget goal.  Offerings came in $29,227 below 

budget. It was a good year for investment income which was $9252 over budget. Our expenses in Salaries & 

Benefits were $4553 below budget. The various Ministries underspent their budgets by $10,717. The balance 

sheet ended 2019 with an operating net worth of $71,630. 

The church received $32,500 from the Richard & Pearl Brown Foundation, continuing its support of our mission, 

in recent years. Planned Giving is an important source of support for mainline churches, including SIPC, as our 

veteran members age and pass away. Such gifts can be planned by an inexpensive codicil to one’s Will or a 

change in the beneficiary designation for part of one’s IRA. 

We have various accounts invested in New Covenant Balanced Growth Fund [NCBGX]. Its market value was up 

20% in 2019. These investments support the church’s Permanent Fund [Endowment], Manse Fund [used to 

support the housing allowance of Rev. Garrison]. In 2014, we allocated $75,000 of operating cash to NCBGX to 

better balance assets and liabilities. It was sold in September for $102,916. 

The Preliminary Budget for 2020 reflects a deficit of ($12,232).  We will use $11,800 from the Manse Fund for 

pastor housing allowance. The Permanent Fund will provide $8700 toward benevolences. There will not be the 

regular $20,000 addition to reserves in 2020. 

Session has directed each ministry to reduce their budgets 

for 2020 to try to get to break-even. Further detail will 

also be distributed at the Annual Meeting. 

Milo Moore, Treasurer 

 

Finance Committee members:  

Curt Shambaugh, Shelly Barquist, Lee Cassady, Howard 

Gandelot, Andy Lohn, John Evans, Ed Shapoff. 
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While the Communications Committee continued to provide promotional support for SIPC Ministries, 
Committees and the church staff, its outreach became more dynamic and bi-directional.  Emphasis was 
placed on making better use of our enhanced livestream capabilities.  

• Viewers of the SIPC Sunday Services, while still moderate, continued to increase over the year. 

• The Country Day Concert viewers increased.  

• Meaningful visuals were added to enhance the service each Sunday. 

In addition, the January Calvin University Series, livestreamed from Michigan, more than doubled.  The 
Communications Committee, under the direction of the Pastor, provided the first of the Civility Series, 
entitled “Civility Forum”.  The purpose of the forum, which featured a panel of community leaders, was to 
strengthen our community through respectful dialogue. The Communications Committee evaluated 
participants’ responses in order to improve subsequent programs. 

Using a small membership sample, the Committee assessed current Communication tools. 

Work began on the 2020 Directory which included updating membership information, taking pictures of 
new members and current members, upon request. 

The Committee promoted a day-long author/speaker program by Rev Beth Templeton based on her book 
Uncharted Journey. 

SIPC Promotional Mugs were designed as thank you gifts for those who provided special services, i.e. 
speakers and focus group participants. 

The 2018 Annual Report was published and distributed. 

 

Ongoing support services: 

 

• SIPC News was published digitally and distributed weekly in the sanctuary. 

• Jeff’s blog and linked articles were posted weekly. 

• SIPC Website and Facebook were used as outreach throughout the year. 

• Messages on the Outdoor Sign were coordinated with both the Sunday sermons and seasonal 
worship experiences.   

• Banners were posted in support of the Annual Shredding Event, the popular Easter Sunrise Worship 
Service, the Kirkin’O’Tartan Service and the new Civility Series.  The Preschool also posted banners. 

• Articles in the TWATL drew attention to each of the community outreach events. 

• Three articles in The Skinnie written by the Pastor attracted attention to our church.   

• The Liston Hall Info Board was refreshed to feature both Missions and to highlight church events. 

• Electronic Exit Sign requests were submitted to promote church events. 

• Press Releases and Ads were sent throughout the year to promote events. 

• Flyers were placed in Island and nearby Churches to promote events. 

• A Memorial Garden Brochure was produced. 

 

Committee Members:  Jim Brown, Eleanor Graham, Ann Higbee, Dean Klahr, Pat Ramsey, Steve Terrio and Karen 
Utzinger. 

Communications—Dee Angell, Chair 
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Property Committee 
The Property Committee continues to serve as faithful stewards of the buildings, grounds, and technology 
systems that support the physical operations of the church. Our mission guides us to provide an environment 
where our congregation, staff, and all who visit us feel safe, comfortable, and equipped to glorify Jesus. 

 

Buildings/Grounds 

• Replaced the roofs on lobby and preschool entrance and repaired administration building and 
breezeway between the sanctuary and Liston Hall.  

• Redesigned rainwater drainage system at the preschool playground entrance, eliminating water 
intrusion into classrooms and storage closets. 

• Installed a remote controlled magnetic locking system at the entrance to the preschool, increasing 
security and staff efficiency. 

• Repainted the lines and directional markers in the main parking lot.  

• Replaced fogged windows in sanctuary. 

• Resurfaced and painted the marquee. 

• Installed new landscaping outside library and at the rear entrance to the preschool. 

• Completed irrigation system audit and repair. 

 

Technology 

• Welcomed Dave Angell and Kurt Kalwitz to the audio/video operations team, which also includes 
Spencer McKee, Lynne Kaley and Jim Brown. 

• Replaced the office file server, which houses office documents and the church accounting system. 

• Completed the implementation of the online giving system. 

• Implemented an online event registration and payment system. 

• Expanded Wi-Fi coverage to all classrooms in Preschool thus completing coverage to all areas of the 
church. A feasibility study can now be done to see if Wi-Fi thermostats can reduce energy cost. 

 

Finishing Touches 

• Built easily accessible shelves in the storage room in Liston Hall for table decorations. 

• Cleaned out and arranged the utility closet to allow for more efficient usage by the Property 
Committee. 

• Selected appropriate display stands for donated artwork. 

• Decorated the Church for the Christmas Season. 

• Periodically refreshed the reception and administrative areas of the church with the intent of 
creating a welcoming message. 

 

Property Committee: Dee Angell, Jim Brown, David Denhard, Bill Duke, Howard Gandelot, James Garrison, Don 
Holck, Sonny Jones, Kurt Kalwitz, Ray Krstolic, Sandy Mayer, Bill Sickels 

 
Finishing Touches Subcommittee: Dee Angell, Judy Gandelot, Sandy Mayer and Sandy Ljundahl. 
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ACTIVITIES  
 

• Developed and approved the Personnel Budget for 2020 budget year  

• Approved Pastor’s Continuing Education activities for 2020  

• Developed schedule for staff annual evaluations  

• Conducted Pastor and Staff Personnel Evaluations, as required 

• Developed and implemented a health coverage policy for full time staff positions 

• Developed Summary Goals for staff positions 

 
Committee:  Shelley Barquist, Bill Foster, Richard Fisher, Katherine Crew 

Personnel Committee—Lynne Kaley, Chair 

SIPC  is pleased to have hosted the following groups in varying frequencies throughout the past 
year: 

 

• The Learning Center – Senior Citizens Inc. met weekly on Mondays throughout the year. 

• Landings Art Association met monthly, as well as holding additional classes periodically. 

• The One Hundred Children’s Foundation met regularly. 

• Savannah Council on World Affairs met monthly. 

• Material Girls met monthly. 

• The Needlepoint Group met monthly. 

• Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast held its Annual Pancake Breakfast. 

• New Neighbors used the facilities to host an Author Talk. 

• The Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and Daisy Scout groups met  throughout the year in dedicated 
rooms in the CE building, as well as Liston Hall. 

• The Faith in Practice Mission uses our facilities  to prepare for their annual two week 
commitment in Guatemala. 

Additional Community Involvement 


